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of this war of extermination. A prophet in the midst of
blind leaders, Talleyrand saw in 1805 that Austerlitz might
turn into one of thes greatest disasters of French history if
the victor did not know how to make peace. He told him
so, even before the battle, at the risk of alienating the man
upon whom his career depended.
Why, at the outset of the continental blockade, did he
invoke with such vehemence the principles contained in
the law of nations, which charged peoples to do each other
the least possible harm in time of war? Because he did not
believe in the blockade, which was really a frenzy of fear;
and he did believe in the eighteenth-century law of na-
tions, the masterpiece of the constructive mind. Why did
he hand in his resignation in 1807, at the height of the
Empire? Because he knew that the Empire, which seemed
solidly built, was really full of invisible cracks which
would burst and topple the whole structure at the first vio-
lent blow from the outside.' They were the same weak-
nesses which he had found in the jerry-built construction
of the Directory, but far more dangerous: every peace was
nothing but a truce; the victor's position was becoming
more precarious after each victory; his fear was growing
with the success and the expansion of the Empire; the end'
of each war was followed by preparations for a greater one,
equally futile.
Why, after the resignation, did he betray Napoleon at
Erfurt? Because the disarming of a great power like Aus-
tria, and the subjugation of its military strength to France
and Russia, constituted a monstrous abuse of force, insti-
gated by fear, which would have precipitated all Europe
into frightful chaos. Europe at that time, as ,also during
the nineteenth century, consisted of a system of states in
equilibrium. So that this system could be held together,
a certain balance was needed among all the elements of
power: territory, wealth, population, and army. To destroy
this balance at one point by the forceful disarmament of a
great power was to upset the whole system and allow chaos